HONEYMOON VALLEY LANDCARE
CHARITABLE TRUST

VALLEY LANDCARE KAUPAPA

Looking after the local natural biodiversity for the enjoyment of all,
and future generations
Working together whilst respecting everyone’s peace and privacy on their land
Increasing native bird life and the health of surrounding forests and streams
Reducing problem weeds in the valley
Maintain the high water quality and natural native stream side vegetation

It's been three years since our last community outreach event, come and network with
like-minded locals.
Speakers and presenters, demonstrations in tents on the field all day

Kids activities and food available for sale as fundraiser for their senior class trip.

Honeymoon Valley residents visiting our tent on the day - we have free weed materials,
pest traps and tools available for you!

CPCA support from NRC

Our Community Pest Control Area
support from Northland Regional
Council has been renewed for
Honeymoon Valley 1800 ha
project area from 2025 - 2029.
We are extremely grateful as this
supplies our weed action
materials, tools and pest control
stuff. Thanks Clayton Rameka at
NRC for working on our behalf.
We can therefor offer free
landcare traps and materials to
active Honeymoon Valley
residents.

Contact us and we can help you
set up if you want.

Our Trust’s focus is on getting out and supporting Te Taiao, we have 2 meetings per year - spring and autumn

Shayne Waldron 027 337 7925 Chairperson and Treasurer  Sandra Carey 021116 4207
Gerlinde Andraschko Beth Newick Peter Visser

Yvonne Steinemann 4085 588 027 6999 063. Secretary, Weed Action

Wayne Parsonson 021 034 2118 Possum trapping

honeymoonvalleylandcare.org.nz



Maungataniwha Kiwi Corridor - 7000 hectare Jobs for Nature project

Three different communities from Honeymoon Valley, Otangaroa and Mangamuka have been working together across 7000
hectares since 2020. HVLCT administered this project with support from Save the Kiwi, Foundation North, Predator Free 2050,
Northland Regional Council, Department of Conservation, Kiwi Coast, Forest & Bird, Whangaroa Papa Hapu and Te Rotoawanui
O Mangamuka Ahu Whenua Trust. Thanks to the Governance group particularly Ngawai Tuson, Dean Baigent-Mercer, Shayne
Waldron, Lesley Baigent, Steve Allan, Kylie McDowell and Robyn Tauroa. The funding focus was mustelids (stoats, weasels) and
feral cats to protect kiwi in the wild.

Maungataniwha Forest is one of the last northern native rainforests left. Historically logged, this forest had little continual pest
control since possums arrived in the 1960s and has been left to slide into collapse. Introduced animals have impacted
wildlife and the ancient trees.

Restoring the health, abundance and mauri of this ancient forest ecosystem is the aim, and it is a key part of the headwaters
of two of the three sub-catchments of Doubtless Bay; Oruru and Oruaiti.

Contractors killed 20,253 introduced predators in Maungataniwha Forest between January 2021 and April 2025.

KA WAIATATIA MAUNGATANIWHA is the project name going forward,
“Maungataniwha singing into the future”

Jobs for Nature funding finished in July this year, we are currently seeking funding
towards a longer term sustainable project beyond 2030 for continued pest control as
well as invasive weed protection in a few key areas to protect this forest long term.
The forest is coming back to life - but only if we continue this work. Funding options
are a challenge at present.
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Longer term it is hoped this ecological restoration will be linked with nature corridors
from mountains to the sea. We neighbour Mangamuka Scenic Reserve, Raetea Forest,
Otangaroa Forests and Maungataniwha is close as the bird flies to Puketi and
Omahuta Forests.

Thanks to over 40 private landowners that are part of and support, participate and
work hard together for the 7000 hectare area. Half of this is Maungataniwha Forest
Park - public conservation land administered by Department of Conservation/ Te
Papa Atawhai who have supported the mahi.

Our Community Partnership Agreement with them to work on Maungataniwha public
conservation land has been renewed for another 5 years through to 2030.

167 km of tracks were cut with 1400 predator traps deployed, regularly baited and
serviced 14 times per year based on best practice.

Thanks to the ten part time self-employed Contractors and Project Manager Bernard
Coogan who have worked hard over the past 4 years. All are passionate about the
native forest ecosystems and streams. You have done an awesome job, we achieved
all milestones and stuck to the budget!

These contractors are fit, observant, have good animal sense and commonly walked
over 20 km per day, ranging up and down hills for hundreds of metres altitude,
dealing with dead things. Some record their steps = over 20,000 at times. They work
alone and do not get lost! Well done team.

Trapper training with Steve Allan

“Maungataniwha Kiwi Corridor Project Impact Report” from May 2025 is available online on our website.

Weed Action Project supporting biodiversity values 2024 - 2025 UPDATE

We are thankful to Nga Awa project of Dept of Conservation, Kaitaia for this funding. Also for our fantastic weed
contractor John Sala who liaised and worked on 20 different properties in the upper catchment, working in steep
forested understorey including 3 key properties with absentee land owners where weed issues had got away.

Forest and stream invading weeds targeted were: Kahili Ginger (forest invader) large patches and isolated seedlings
originally from a garden escape on 10 properties. Recent checks show excellent collapse but follow up for isolated
seedlings is essential.

Jasmine (climber garden escape) eradicated on 6 properties including on two QEIl reserves.

Chinese Privet (forest invader) eradication underway on 10 upper catchment properties where privet recently
travelled up the valley with birds on sunny roadsides.



AT220 AUTOTRAPS

We were successful with Air NZ - Every Corner
Project fund grant for 256 new AT220 Autotraps
that are now out working in remote locations.
They are killing rats and possums automatically.

These traps are on trees and have counters on

KIWI LIVE them to log catch rates.

Auto traps have improved in recent years and
HERE the?/ can only evolve more to be an even better
tool in pest management.

We look forward to them being cheaper, more
durable and getting even smarter with Al

“Know your dog” workshop for dog owners (without their dogs)
“Kiwi Dog Aversion training” for pig hunting dogs and dogs that live near bush

Contact Sandra 021116 4207

POSSUM HUNTING CONTINUES

Thanks to everyone especially Wayne for killing
over 1000 possums per year in the valley.

Over 3000 possums are killed per year as by-
catch in feral cat traps over the Maungataniwha
Corridor project area but we were not funded
for possums so that was a bonus for the forest.

Recent Possum monitoring results with chew
tags placed using GPS randomised points
showed there is always more work to do. It is
good baseline data to measure future trapping
effort. Possum management continues.

Thanks to all you volunteers who do over 2500 hours per year
looking after our wild native areas. Work includes removing invasive
weed species, possum hunting, track maintenance, pig hunting,
Trust administration, applying for funding, coming to meetings,
sharing ideas, community outreach and native reserve
management. And there are others we don’t know about. It’s hard to
get a photo of them at work cos many do it alone!




Honeymoon Valley stream and fauna

We enjoy being part of Doubtless Bay Community Catchment Roopu supported by the Department of
Conservation Nga Awa project and local River Ranger Maddy Jopling. Honeymoon Valley stream/ awa flows into
Peria River and through Oruru to Taipa estuary.

There are 3 sub-catchments of Doubtless Bay/ Tokarau Moana: Awapoko, Oruru, Oruaiti and this catchment
group comprises hapu and community reps working towards a future healthier climate resiilent catchment.

Base mapping of historical ecosystems, catchment maps, scientific research and various projects are underway
to support this kaupapa “mountains to the sea”.

Scientific research over the past year has included overnight light trap steam insect surveys.

Results from Freshwater ecologist Steve Pohe's assessment of Doubtless Bay awa: water quality, benthic
macro invertebrates and adult freshwater insect biodiversity with stream trapping in December 2024
identifying 28 species of Caddisfly, 15 species of Mayfly, Flatworms and Freshwater worms, Dobdonflys,
Craneflys and Microvelia bug species and 3 species of Stonefly with 4 new species in the local catchments.

Annual stream ecological assessments are done on several sites in our project area as a baseline for the whole
Doubtless Bay catchment by Northland Regional Council, Te Papa Atawhai/ DoC, Kaitiaki Rangers, Heteri @ Nuku
cadets and others.

Annual stream life biodiversity surveys in Honeymoon Valley include: eFishing, macro-invertebrates sampling,
summer overnight light trapping insect surveys, Kewai/ Koura habitat research and we are aiming for eDNA
sampling which will give info about all plant, animal and stream species in the catchment.

Aotearoa has many nocturnal creatures including fish and insects macro fauna that live in streams and are a
key to the ecosystem feeding tuna, and native fish.

Fresh water native fish species found here include: Short fin eel, the rare long fin eel, Koaro, Redfin bully,
Common bully, Koura. Possibly the very rare Shortjaw Kokopu is present, surveying will continue this summer.

Kéwai / fresh water crayfish, also known as Kdura elsewhere are thought to have a very ancient
whakapapa, perhaps dating back before the breakup of Gondwanaland about 80 million years ago.
They are being surveyed now again with Te Rito Te Taiao students from Cable Bay and DoC using
Tauweku survey bundle traps made with woven ferns and harakeke placed in the stream/ awa for a
few weeks to learn more.

The students were also comparing upper stream life to that of the downstream coastal awa.



